WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A motor vehicle bumper which comprises a shield and a 
spoiler hinged between two positions of stable 
equilibrium, namely a high position in which it projects 
at least in part downwards from the shield, and a low 
position in which it extends the shield downwards, 
wherein the spoiler is suitable for adopting a third 
position of stable equilibrium referred to as a 
"retracted" position, in which it is fully retracted 
behind the shield. 

2. A bumper according to claim 1, in which the spoiler is 
mounted both to pivot about a transverse axis, and to 
slide in a longitudinal direction between a front 
position in which it is close to the shield and a rear 
position in which it is spaced apart therefrom. 

3. A bumper according to claim 1, including a clutch 
mechanism suitable, under certain "retraction" 
conditions, for enabling the spoiler to pass from its 
high position towards its retracted position, and under 
certain "deployment" conditions, to allow the spoiler to 
pass from its retracted position towards its high 
position . 

4. A bumper according to claim 2, including a clutch 
mechanism suitable, under certain "retraction" 
conditions, for enabling the spoiler to pass from its 
high position towards its retracted position, and under 
certain "deployment" conditions, to allow the spoiler to 
pass from its retracted position towards its high 
position, and wherein the clutch mechanism is also 
suitable for causing the spoiler to pass from its front 
position towards its rear position, and vice versa. 

5. A bumper according to claim 4, wherein said clutch 
mechanism comprises a rod having an inside end slidably 
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engaged with the spoiler, the rod being slidably mounted 
between a deployed position in which it entrains the 
spoiler towards its front position, and a retracted 
position in which it enables the spoiler to occupy its 
rear position. 

6. A" bumper according to claim 5, wherein the clutch 
mechanism includes a return spring which continuously 
stresses the rod towards its deployed position. 

7. A bumper according to claim 1, including an abutment 
which limits the forward stroke of the spoiler, said 
abutment being. suitable for preventing the spoiler from 
passing from its high position towards its retracted 
position. 

8. A bumper according to claim 1, defining a housing 
behind the shield, and wherein the spoiler presents a 
forward lip which, in the retracted position, is placed 
in said housing to hold the spoiler in the retracted 
position. 

9. A bumper according to claim 1, including a return 
device continuously stressing the spoiler upwards. 

10. A bumper according to claim 9, wherein said return 
device comprises a traction spring anchored to the 
spoiler, the spring being tared to enable the spoiler to 
pass from its high position towards its low position, and 
vice versa, as a function of the speed of the vehicle. 

11. A bumper according to claim 1, including an abutment 
which limits the downward stroke of the spoiler. 


